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1. Title of constituent body

UNITWIN UNESCO/DPRI-KU/ICL Landslides Risk Mitigation for Society and Environment Cooperation Programme (605), established in 2003 

2. Overall objectives
To promote an integrated system of research, training, information and documentation activities in the field of Landslides for the benefit of society and the environment and as a key contribution to sustainable development and the protection of the environment on a global scale.

To provide advice and expertise to all countries, particularly the least developed, with a view to: 
· Establishing landslide research and education for landslide risk mitigation. 
· Facilitating exchange of scientists and engineers.
· Assisting members of the Consortium in developing methods of global landslide monitoring.
· Enhancing landslide experiments.
· Permitting development of a landslide database and digital library as well as of a world digital inventory.

3. Host Institution

Disaster Prevention Research Institute, Kyoto University.
4. Establishment of a UNITWIN cooperation programme between UNESCO, Disaster Prevention Research Institute of Kyoto University, and ICL

Landslides often cause catastrophic disasters destroying houses in urban and urbanizing areas. They bring economic losses by destroying not only infrastructure such as roads, railways, bridges, dams, and ports, but also cultural and natural heritages and other properties which are precious for mankind. Since landslide risk mitigation and protection of cultural and natural heritages are very important at the beginning of 21st century, the International Consortium on Landslides “ICL” was established as a common international platform during the International Symposium “Landslide Risk Mitigation and Protection of Cultural and Natural Heritage” in Kyoto, which was jointly organized by UNESCO and Kyoto University. The First Board of Representative Meeting of ICL (1st BOR/ICL) was held at the UNESCO Headquarters in Paris, November 2002. For the year 2008, ICL members are 45 research organizations from 21 countries, ICL supporting organizations are UNESCO, WMO, FAO, UN/ISDR, UNU, ICSU, WFEO, and IUGS.
Participants in the foundation meeting of ICL in Kyoto in 2002 proposed to apply for the UNESCO UNITWIN Cooperation Programme which aims to contribute to capacity building and research activities by promoting exchange of information and knowledge in the network of universities or institutions of higher education all over the world. The ICL and its planned International Programme on Landslides (IPL) well fits the aim of UNITWIN cooperation programme. Soon after the establishment of ICL, the application procedure was initiated. The agreement document to establish a new UNITWIN Cooperation Programme “Landslide Risk Mitigation for Society and the Environment” was signed by Mr. Koïchiro Matsuura, Director-General of UNESCO on 10 March 2003. Then, Mr. Dimitri Beritze, the Chief Editor of UNITWIN Programme of UNESCO visited Kyoto University with three signed copies of the document, and Mr. Makoto Nagao (President of Kyoto University) and Prof. Kyoji Sassa (President of ICL) signed the documents at on 18 March 2003 in the presence of Dr. Andras Szollosi-Nagy (Deputy Assistant Director-General of UNESCO), Prof. Paolo Canuti (Vice President of ICL, Professor of University of Florence), Dr. Peter Bobrowsky (Vice President of ICL, Head of Canadian Landslide Loss Reduction Program of Geological Survey of Canada), Mr. Romulo Mucho (Vice President of ICL, Director of Instituto Geologico Minero y Metalurgico, Peru), Mr. Toru Ishida (Director of Policy Planning and Coordination Office, International Affairs Division, MEXT), Kenji Morita (Director of Office of Disaster Prevention Research, MEXT, Kojiro Irikura (Director of DPRI/KU), and others. On the day “New Landslide Risk Mitigation for Society and the Environment Cooperation Programme” by UNESCO/Kyoto University/ICL went into effect. 
This agreement has been successfully conducted for 4 years since March 2003. Recognition of beneficial achievements, three parties agreed to extend this agreement for another one year. Professor Kyoji Sassa retired from Kyoto University, but continues to preside the International Consortium on Landslides, he has continued as a coordinator representing ICL of this programme after 1 April 2007, and Prof. Roy Sidle was nominated to a new coordinator representing the Disaster Prevention Research Institute, Kyoto University. Since Professor Roy Sidle left Kyoto University on 16 December 2008, Professor Masahiro Chigira has succeeded the role of Mr. Sidle. Then, this report was jointly made by Kyoji Sassa and Masahiro Chigira. 
5. Activities for the year 2008
ICL organized the First World Landslide Forum together with UNESCO, WMO, FAO, UN-ISDR, UNU, UNEP, IBRD, UNDP, ICSU, WFEO, JLS and Kyoto University and the Japan Landslide Society. It was cosponsored by the Japanese Governments and organizations, CAO, MOFA, MEXT, MAFF, MLIT, SCJ, JICA, and international organizations such as IUGS and IUGG. 430 persons from 48 countries participated in the Forum. It was the greatest meeting on landslides on the world. The organization of this forum was strongly supported by UNESCO and UN-ISDR, and the Government of Japan. This forum and the related activities was the greatest activities of UNITWIN Cooperation Programme “Landslides Risk Mitigation for Society and Environment” and contributed to develop the solid base of the global development of landslide community.
1. Exhibition of Landslides and Risk Mitigation of the World (4 -28 November 2008) at the Exhibition Hall of UNU (2nd Floor)

The color posters of landslides, investigation techinologies and risk mitigation measures of the world were exhibited for one month free of charge to citizens and students as well as participants for the promotion of public awareness and education on landslide risk reduction.

2. International Conference (Satellite Conference of WLF) “Management of landslide hazards in Asian Pacific Region” was organized at Tohoku-Gakuin University, Sendai-city, by the Japan Landslide Society cosponsored by ICL from 11-15 November 2008. It includes the Field trip on large-scale landslides and earthquake induced landslides, Mountain collapse in the Tohoku Region of Japan. During the conference, posters of landslide disasters in Asian and Pacific region were displayed in Sendai-city.
3. The Symposium on Risk Management of World Heritage in Seismic Zone was free of charge organized at U-Thant Hall of UNU by the Ritsumeikan University (UNESCO-Chair on Cultural Heritage and Risk Management), ICL, and UNESCO, UNU on 17 November 2008. Trainees and lectures and a participant from UNESCO (World Heritage Centre) joined the First World Landslide Forum from 18 November 2008.
4. Public Forum “Protection of Society and Cultural and Natural Heritage“ and “Landslides for Children was free of charge organized by ICL, UNESCO, UN-ISDR and UNU on 19 November 2008 at U-Thant Hall of UNU. It was aimed for public awareness and children education on landslide risk reduction.
Lectures by Salvano Briceno of UN-ISDR, Badaoui Rouhban of UNESCO, Hideaki Marui, the President of JLS, and talks by Margottini and K. Sassa on Bamiyan, Afganistan and Machu Picchu, Peru for the protection of cultural heritages. 52 children including 3 orphans of the 2006 Leyte landslide, Philippines, children from landslide disaster areas of Yamakoshi-Village and Saijo-city in Japan, and three mayors and 5 teachers presented their activities for disaster reduction in this forum.
5. The 2008 Steering Committee meeting of ICL was organized on 16 November 2008 in Room Matsu in Floracion Aoyama. Participants discussed on the First World Landslide Forum and especially the strategy of further development of landslide research and capacity building.
6. The Seventh Session of Board of Representatives of ICL was organized at Rose Hall of UNU in the morning of 17 November 2008. The activities of landslide research and capacity building in 2007 and 2008, and new members of ICL were reported, and the plan of activities in 2009 was examined and decided. 2008 Varnes Medal and 2007 Best Paper Award were decided. The enlargement of members of UNITWIN Cooperation Programme to the group of Integrated Disaster Risk Management (IDRiM) headed by Prof. Norio Okada was proposed basing on Item IV.2 as Phase two: extending the Programme to other participants and institutions than ICL members and DPRI/KU. Prof. Okada presented a short speech on IDRiM to the participants. Enlargement of Cooperation Network was much appreciated.
7. The Third IPL Global Promotion Committee was organized at Rose Hall of UNU in the afternoon of 17 November 2008 which was chaired by Mr. Salvano Briceno, Director of UN-ISDR, Badaoui Rouhban, Director of Disaster Reduction of UNESCO and President of ICL.
The Committee identified 12 World Centres of Excellence on Landslide Risk Reduction from 11 countries from Europe, Asia, America and Africa based on the recommendation from the Independent Panel of Experts, chaired by Prof. Hans van Ginkel, the former Rector of UNU and the Under-Secretary General of the United Nations.

The Committee decided to organize the Second World Landslide Forum at the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) in Rome, Italy in September 2011.

The criteria of the IPL Award of Success was also decided to be identified and conferred at the time of the Second World Landslide Forum.

8. The main sessions of the First World Landslide Forum were organized on 18-21 November 2008.
Plenary sessions were:

1. Open Forum “Progress of IPL Activities”
Objectives of IPL, IPL projects on scientific/technical research, education (summer school), and landslide investigation and capacity building in Inca’s World Heritage Machu Picchu at landslide risk were presented and discussed.

2. Plenary Symposium “Global Landslide Risk Reduction”
  Special report “Landslides triggered by the 2008 Sichuan earthquake and their impact” and 4 talks on Prediction, Marine landslide, debris flow mechanism and risk assessment and mitigation strategy were presented.
3. Keynote lectures: Effects of global change on landslide risk, and other lectures on Satellite remote sensing, earthquake-induced large landslides, wild fire, and protection of cultural heritage.

4. High level panel discussion “Landslides in Global Change-How to mitigate risk? Toward the Second World Landslide Forum in 2011”.
18 parallel Sessions, 2 round-table dialogues, and one poster session with a short presentation were organized as follows:
1. A look from space

2.Case Studies and National Experiences

3. Catastrophic slides and avalanches
4 Climate change and slope instability

5. Landslides threatening heritage sites
6. Economic and Social Impact of Landslides

7. Education, Capacity Building and Public Awareness for Disaster Reduction

8. Environmental Impact of Landslides

9. Landslides in General
10. Landslides and multi-hazards
11. Mapping: Inventories, Susceptibility, Hazard and Risk

12. Monitoring, prediction and early warning

13. Policy and Institutional framework for Disaster Reduction

14. Rainfall, debris flows and wildfires

15. Risk Management Strategies in Urban Areas

16. Engineering Measures for Landslide Disaster Mitigation 
17. Watershed and Forest Management for Risk Reduction

18. Landslides in Dam Reservoirs.

Dialogues on country landslide issues

Dialogues on International Cooperation Initiatives
Poster session and oral short presentation

9. 2008 Tokyo Declaration Strengthening the International Programme on Landslides (IPL) with UN-ISDR was adopted by participants seeking promotion of cooperation and support for the landslide risk reduction through the International Programme on Landslides at the closing session based on the result of high level panel discussion on 21 November 2008 (Attached)
6. Achievement and activities on research
Major activities on research and education in UNTWIN network are conducted as IPL projects as follows. 

	Project No.
	Project Name
	Project leader

	C101-1
	Landslide investigation and capacity building in Machu Pichu- Aguas Calientes area
	Kyoji Sassa, Japan

	C101-2
	Landslides monitoring and slope stability at selected historic sites in Slovakia
	Jan Vlcko, Slovakia

	C101-3
	The geomorphological instability of the Buddha niches and surrounding cliff in Bamiyan valley (Central Afghanistan)
	Claudio Margottini, Italy

	C103
	Global landslide observation strategy
	Kaoru Takara, Japan and Nicola Casagli, Italy

	C104
	World Landslide Database
	Hiroshi Fukuoka, Japan and Nicola Casagli, Italy

	C105
	Early Warning of Landslides 
	Kyoji Sassa, Japan

	C106-1
	Landslide museum in Civita di Bagnoregio
	Claudio Margottini, Italy

	C106-2
	International Summer School on Rockslides and Related Phenomena in the Kokomeren River Valley, Tien Shan, Kyrgyzstan
	Alexander Strom, Russia

	M101
	Areal prediction of earthquake and rain induced rapid and long-travelling flow phenomena (APERITIF)
	Hiroshi Fukuoka, Japan

	M112
	Landslide mapping and risk mitigation planning in Thailand
	Saowanee Prachansri, Thailand

	M132
	Research on vegetation protection system for highway soil slope in seasonal frozen regions
	Wei Shan, China and Fawu Wang, Japan

	M134
	Large-scale rockslides in coarse-bedded carbonate rocks in the Apennines (Italy), Caucasus (Russia) and Zagros (Iran): evaluation of possible triggers and hazard assessment
	Alexander Strom, Russia

	M135
	Landslide hazard assessment in Changunarayan hill of Kathmandu, Nepal - Geotechnical investigation and preventive plan-
	Ryuichi Yatabe, Japan

	M136
	Shear behaviour and mechanics of Megaslides and their nearby faults in Hittian Balla, Pakistan and Shaolin, Taiwan
	Kazuo Konagai and　Kyoji Sassa, Japan

	M137
	Italian Landslide Inventory (IFFI Project)
	Alessandro Triglia, Italy

	M138
	Long run out and Catastrophic Landslides study: Yigong Landslide, Tibet China.
	Yin Yueping、Ｃｈｉｎａ

	M139
	Development of low-cost early warning system of slope instability for civilian use
	Ikuo Towhata and

Taro Uchimura, Japan

	M140
	Landslide and multi-geohazards mapping for community empowerment in Indonesia
	Dwikorita Karnawati, Indonesia

	M141
	Geo-Risks Management for Third World Countries - Mapping and Assessment of Risky Geo-factors for Land Use (e.g. in Ethiopia)
	Jiří Zvelebil, Czech Republic

	M142
	Seismic landslide hazards mapping in Sichuan
	Yuepin Yin, China

	M143
	Evaluation of Sensitivity of the Combined Hydrological Model (Dynamic) for Landslide Susceptibility Risk Mapping in Sri Lanka
	A A Virajh Dias, Sri Lanka


7. Achievement and activities on education and publication

The UNITWIN programme conducted the following education activities concerning landslide disaster mitigation and publication for information dissemination.

(1) Publications
· Four issues No.1 - No.4 of Vol.5 of “Landslides”, the Journal of International Consortium on Landslides were edited by ICL (Kyoji Sassa as Editor-in-Chief) with supports from UNESCO, MEXT and Kyoto University, and published from Springer. The Journal was identified as one of ISI journals in 2005, and the Impact factor for 2007 was reported in the Journal Citation Reports in 2008 to be 0.986. The journal has been recognized as one of leading international scientific journal. All articles of the journal is seen on the WEB of Springer: (http://www.springerlink.com/) with digital access rights.
· A book “Landslides-Disaster Risk Reduction” (649 pages in full color) was edited by (Kyoji Sassa and Polo Canuti) and published by Springer. This publication was distributed in the First World Landslide Forum.
· Proceedings (Parallel Session Volume) of the First World Landslide Forum (708 pages) was edited and published by the Global Promotion Committee of the International Programme on Landslides (IPL-GPC). It contains 169 papers presented in the parallel session of the Forum. The whole volume was printed and also uploaded in the ICL Web :
http://www.iclhq.org/WLFweb/WLF.htm
· Proceedings (Poster Session Volume) of the First World Landslide Forum (122 page) was edited and published by IPL-GPC. It contains 32 papers presented in the poster session of the Forum. The whole volume was printed and also uploaded in the ICL Web:

http://www.iclhq.org/WLFweb/WLF.htm.
· The Landslide Handbook – Guide to Understanding Landslides (129 pages) was edited by Lynn Highland, USGS and Peter Bobrowsky, Geological Survey of Canada and published by USGS as Circular 1325. It is the output of IPL M106 “A best practices handbook for landslide hazard mitigation” (Project leaders: Lynn Highland and Peter Bobrowsky) implemented in 2002-2007. It was uploaded in http://pubs.usgs.gov/circ/1325/. The book was translated into Spanish and also being translated into Chinese.
(2) High education for foreign students, joint research, technology transfer and capacity building
Foreign students

This UNITWIN Network consists of 46 member organizations of ICL from universities, research institutes, governments, and agencies. Those organizations have also contributed in their offices to the education of foreign students, joint research and seminars related to landslide risk mitigation for society and the environment. 
29 Foreign students studying landslides were invited to attend the First World Landslide Forum held on 18-21 November 2008 from Asia, Europe, Africa and America. They presented their research in either oral or poster sessions.
Based on the cooperation between Peru and Czech Republic, one Ph.D. student from Huaraz City in the Ancash Region of the Northern Peru is at doctoral studies at Charles University in Prague. His thesis is dealing with influence of natural hazards on the original Polylepis forest in the Cojup valley (National Park Cordillera Blanca) of the Ancash Region.
Technology transfer and capacity building

ICL applied for the JICA’s Grassroots Technical Cooperation Programme under the title of “Technology transfer and capacity building project strengthening landslide risk reduction through the establishment of the community task force for disaster preparedness including landslide monitoring in the Peruvian mountainous region-Model case for Machu Picchu – Aguas Calientes town in Cusco” in 2006. The JICA officials and ICL group conducted a joint investigation of Machu Picchu, and ICL exchange Agreement with INDECI (The Instituto Nacional de Defensa Civil of The Government of Peru) and also the Municipality of Machu Picchu in 2007. The implementation plan was submitted to APCI (Agencia Pruana de Cooperacion Internacional) of the Government of Peru in 2008. It was approved in February 2009. The project is planned to conduct capacity building of early warning of debris flows and landslides in the town of Machu Picchu to mitigate damages for residents and tourists. 
Technology transfer and capacity building were conducted by ICL and DPRI-KU as a part of Asian Joint Research in Indonesia, China, and Philippines in 2008.
Charles University in Prague (UNITWIN　member): As the joined project of intergovernmental help of Czech Republic and Ethiopia, hydrogeological and engineering geological mapping of Jema River basin (2004-2009) has been implemented.Workshop and joined field campaigns of Czech experts from Aquatest and Geo-tools NGO aimed to establish methods of data acquisition and integrated data assessment from the fields of land-use, morphometry, geology, hydrology and engineering geology. General aim of works – vulnerability of the study area.

University of Gadjah Mada in Yogyakarta, Inodnesia (UGM: UNITWIN member): The ASEAN University Network – South East Asean Education Development Program (AUN-SEED/Net) has assigned UGM as the Main Facilitating Institution for Interdisciplinary Fields in Disaster Mitigation where landslide has been addressed as one main research program. Consequently, UGM has a responsibility to train the Master students from ASEAN (Malaysia, Philippine, Cambodia, Vietnam, Laos and Myanmar) to learn about geo-disaster mitigation, mostly related to landslide disaster risk reduction efforts. Through this research-based education program, several landslide study area has been selected in Central Java, Indonesia; Penang, Malaysia; and also several sites in South Vietnam and Laos. Indeed, the role of ICL to support this education program is quite significant, 50-75 Asian students participated in the guest lecture activities by Kyoji Sassa and Hiroshi Fukuoka, conducted both in the class and in the field from September 2007 till March 2009 as a part of “Asian Early Warning of Landslides (IPL-C150) and also “Landslide and multi-geohazard mapping for community empowerment in Indonesia (IPL-M140) 
Joint research:
(1)  As a joint research, “Asian Joint Project on Early Warning of Landslides (IPL C105) was proposed based on the discussion at the first IPL Global Promotion Committee in 2007 by ICL together with DPRI-KU, and Asian institutes from China, Indonesia, Korea, Philippines, Thailand including UNITWIN members of China Geological Survey (CGS), Korean Institute of Geoscience and Mineral Resources (KIGAM), Geology Agency of Indonesia) to MEXT fund. It was approved and started in 2007 and conducted in 2008. Researchers of ICL, DPRI-KU, those from Asian countries jointly investigated landslides and installed monitoring equipments, conducted sampling of soils, topographic survey in Indonesia. Online landslide early warning facilities have been donated to UGM, Indonesia by ICL. Those facilities include digital extensometer, rain gauge and piezometer, have been installed in Banjarnegara Regency in September 2007 and also in Karanganyar Regency in March 2009. Accordingly, on-line telemetric warning system can be established in both active landslide areas for research purpose and community protection.
Researchers of ICL, DPRI-KU, Geological Survey of Canada, China Geological Survey, Xi’an Jiantong University of UNITWIN network jointly investigated earthquake induced mega-slides in Xian and landslides triggered by 2008 Wenchuan earthquake in China in December 2008. 
ICL members gathered and discussed in the workshop on 2006 Leyte landslide on 27 April to 3 May in Tacloban and Saint Bernard, Philippines.
(2)  Croatia-Japan Joint Research on Risk Identification and Land-use Planning for Disaster Mitigation of Landslides and Floods in Croatia was proposed by Niigata University, ICL, and DPRI-KU. This is a new joint programme sponsored by MOFA and MEXT of the Government of Japan to conduct international joint research and capacity building to solve global issues. The project started in October 2008 and will continue until March 2014. The project group visited Croatia twice and invited Croatian joint researchers from Universities of Zagreb, Split and Rijeka, and Croatian Water to Japan in November 2008.
(3) A new European Commission funded project under the name of Safeland was approved in 2008, in which several ICL partners are involved. SafeLand (Living with landslide risk in Europe: Assessment, effects of global change, and risk management strategies). The project is coordinated by the Norwegian ICL partner ICG (International Centre for Geohazards at NGI). 13 partners are involved (Italy (8), Switzerland (3), Spain (2), France (2), Austria (2), UK (2), Greece, Germany, Netherlands, Romania, Slovenia, Norway). With funds of € 6.6 mill. in EC contribution, the goals of SafeLand are to: i) Identify “hotspots” in Europe where hazard and risk associated with landslides are highest, ii) develop a toolbox of risk mitigation measures, iii) provide guidelines on choosing the most appropriate risk management strategy, iv) calibrate, validate and demonstrate the developed methodologies and v) interact with international experts in landslide risk assessment and management.
(4) Mountain Risks is a Marie Curie Research Training Network in the 6th Framework Program of the European Commission where several ICL members are actively involved. Its focus is research and training in all aspects of mountains hazards and risks assessment and management. This European network intends to develop an advanced understanding of how mountain hydro-geomorphological processes behave and to apply this understanding to living with the hazards in the long-term. The 4-year project started on January 1, 2007.The Mountain Risk Project involves 14 partners institutes throughout Europe each hosting a Post-Doc (ER) and Ph.D (ESR) position. Mountain Risk is coordinated by the Department of Physical Geography and the Environment, University of Caen-Basse-Normandie, Caen, France and the CNRS.

8. Meetings and symposium
ICL organized or co-organized the following meetings and symposia in 2008.

(1) Conference on" Administration of the natural risks and of the resources for the territorial sustainability of Central America was organized by the Italian-Latin-American Institute (IILA) on 22-23 April 2008 in San Salvodor, El Salvador. Paolo Canuti, President elect of ICL presented a keynote lecture and offered the collaboration of ICL to the programs of research on landslides in Latin American.
(2) The International Conference-Workshop on the 17 February 2006 Guinsaugon Landslide was organized from 28 April to 02 May 2008 in Tacloban city and St. Bernard city with a field trip to the Ginsaugon landslide in the Philippines.
(3) 10th International Symposium on Landslides and Engineered Slopes was organized from June 30 to July 4, 2008 in Xian, China.

(4) Symposium on “Minimising risks, maximising awareness”  as a part of the different arrangements under the UN –declared International Year of the Planet Earth. Several ICL Members were involved in the seminar arrangement which was held on 6-7 August 2008 during the 33th International Geological Congress in Oslo Norway. 
(5) Regional seminar on Experience on investigations and mitigation of landslides, arranged by ICL members NGI/ICG and ADPC in Bangkok on 13-14 October 2008
(6) International Conference “Management of landslide hazards in Asian Pacific Region” was organized at Tohoku-Gakuin University, Sendai-city, Japan from 11 to15 November 2008. 

(7) The Symposium on Risk Management of World Heritage in Seismic Zone was organized at U-Thant Hall of UNU on 17 November 2008. 
(8) Public Forum “Protection of Society and Cultural and Natural Heritage“ and “Landslides for Children” was organized on 19 November 2008. 
(9) The Seventh Session of Board of Representatives of ICL was organized at UNU on 17 November 2008 where new members of ICL (UNITWIN Network and the IPL Global Promotion Committee) and the enlargement of UNITWIN programme were proposed and approved.
(10) The Third IPL Global Promotion Committee was organized at UNU on 17 November 2008 to plan the activities of International Programme on Landslides.
(11) The First World Landslide Forum were organized at UNU and Children’s Castle in Tokyo on 18-21 November 2008 with 21 parallel sessions/activities and 4 plenary sessions.
9. Information dissemination
(1) Publication of International Journal Landslides (IPL C100), Vol.5, No.1-No.4, total 455 pages. All issues of articles are published also in the Web of Springer. (www.springerlink.com). 
  The editorial system was shifted to the Web editing system, “Editorial Manager”. Contribution, review and edition are conducted through the Editorial Manager. http://www.editorialmanager.com/lasl/
The digital access right to “Landslides” was allocated to members of UNITWIN network and journal readers in the way of TOKEN (URL and Password) from 2008.
    This is the core activity of cooperation by three parties of UNITWIN, many members of ICL, Kyoto University and UNESCO and other ICL supporting organizations are contributing its edition and the management as Editor-in-Chief, Assistant to the Editor-in-Chief, Associate editor, editors, secretariat members and advisor.

(2) The International Journal database and the database of Landslides of the World were established in the ICL Web (http://iclhq.org/) based on the papers published in Landslides,  Journal of International Consortium on Landslides, publication of ICL meetings obtaining the Scientific Grant of JSPS. However, the budget was terminated in 2008. The database is being examined to continue in a way of easy maintenance. The simple way of landslide news is collected and distributed by the Geological Survey of Canada, one member of UNITWIN network based on the news by various media.
(3) The greatest opportunity of the information dissemination in UNTWIN Network was the organization of the First World Landslide Forum. Many people gathered and discussed in more than 29 specialized sessions as well as plenary sessions.
10. Summary Report of the Disaster Prevention Research Institute (DPRI) activities and progress in the UNITWIN Program on Landslide Mitigation for Society and Environment in calendar year 2008
Activities within RCL consisted of capacity building and joint research with landslide scientists in Uzbekistan, Korea, Malaysia, China, Indonesia, and other countries. Joint research with Uzbekistan was also supported by JICA. Additionally, a JSPS Grant-in-Aid was acquired in support of a seismically-induced landslide project within the IPL M101 APERITIF project. Associate Professor Fukuoka contributed to the IGOS (Integrated Global Observing Strategy) Geohazards Steering Committee and cooperated with the Japan Landslide Society related to the International Symposium on Management of Landslide Hazard in the Asia-Pacific Region which was held in November 2008 (Satellite Conference of WLF). Fukuoka was involved in the JST Special Coordination Fund for Promoting Science and Technology on early warning project working with Gajah Mada University in Indonesia, China Geological Survey in China, KIGAM and NEMA in Korea, AIT in Thailand. 

UNITWIN-related activity in the Mountain Hazards Section of DPRI was a contribution of Professor Chigira as an editor in chief of the proceedings of the International Symposium on Management of Landslide Hazard in the Asia-Pacific Region which was held in November 2008

UNITWIN-related activities in the Disaster Prevention Technology and Policy Research Section of DPRI consisted of collaboration with three foreign graduate students from Asia (Indonesia, Nepal, and Taiwan) and a Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science, and Technology (MEXT) Special Coordination Fund (2007-2009) for Promotion of Science and Technology to establish early warning systems for mitigation of landslide/sediment disasters. Professor Takara also participated in the First World Landslide Forum (November 2008) as the Chairman of the Local Organizing Committee.
  In 2008, DPRI organized the UNITWIN Lecture Series every two months in order to enhance the UNITWIN activities. The Lecture Series provide researchers and students for good occasions to know the state of the art in various disaster research fields and international initiatives. The lectures given in 2008 are listed in the following table. 
UNITWIN Lecture Series held at DPRI, Kyoto University in 2008

	
	Date
	Lecturer, Affiliation
	Lecture topics

	1
	March 21 
	Srikantha Herath, 

United Nations University
	Assessing catastrophic flood risks in Asia: Description of a UNU initiative

	
	
	Nicola Casagli, 

Florence University, Italy
	New radar technologies for landslide rapid mapping and monitoring

	2
	March 24
	Agung Bagiawan Ibrahim, 
Water Resources Research Institute, Indonesian Ministry of Public Works
	Early warning systems for sediment, debris flow and landslide disaster in Indonesia

	3
	May 28
	Rajib Shaw, 

Graduate School of Global Environmental Studies, Kyoto University
	International Cooperation Activities for Disaster Reduction in India and Vietnam

	
	
	Hiroshi Fukuoka,

DPRI, Kyoto University
	Landslides and Disaster Reduction in Uzbekistan

	4
	July 31
	Kenzo Toki,

Ritsimeikan University
	Protection of Cultural Heritages in Historical Kyoto City

	
	
	Kanefusa Masuda
	UNESCO Chair Programme “Cultural Heritages and Crisis Management”
Global COE for Education, Research and Development of Strategy on Disaster Mitigation of Cultural Heritage and Historic Cities

	5
	September 17
	Norio Okada, 

DPRI, Kyoto University
	Case Station and Field Campus Activities

	
	
	Kaoru Takara, 

DPRI, Kyoto University
	UNESCO International Hydrological Programme (IHP) and Its Seventh Phase (IHP-VII, 2008-2013)

	6
	November 26
	Masato Iguchi,

DPRI, Kyoto University
	Research Strategy for Prediction of Volcanic Eruption based on Japan-Indonesia Cooperation

	
	
	Ismail Abustan,

University Science Malaysia
	Urban flash flood management in Malaysia

	
	
	Kyoji Sassa,

ICL
	The First World Landslide Forum (Nov. 18-21) and Toward the Second Forum in 2011


Reporter name and position in organization: 
Kyoji SASSA, Executive Director of the International Consortium on Landslides
Masahiro CHIGIRA, Professor of Disaster Prevention Research Institute, Kyoto University
Mailing Addresses:
Kyoji SASSA
UNITWIN Headquarters Building

Kyoto University Uji Campus
Uji, Kyoto 611-0011, JAPAN

E-mail: sassa@iclhq.org, Web: http://iclhq.org/
Tel: +81-774-38-4834, Fax: +81-774-38-4019

Masahiro CHIGRA
Disaster Prevention Research Institute

Kyoto University

Uji, Kyoto 611-0011, JAPAN
E-mail: chigira@slope.dpri.kyoto-u.ac.jp, 
web: http://www.slope.dpri.kyoto-u.ac.jp/mountain.htm
Tel: +81-774-38-4116, Fax: +81-774-38-4118

Attachment: 2008 Tokyo Declaration Strengthening the International Programme on Landslides (IPL) with UN-ISDR
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